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which,, by its continual yielding and patience (herein lay
its fault), had given an impression of impotence and made
its internal and external enemies continually more aggres-
sive, so that these enemies were working with increasingly
aggressive means for the destruction of the old Empire.
A new yielding, especially now after Serbia's act of
violence, would have unloosed all those tendencies within
the Empire which were already gnawing at the old struc-
ture anyway, in the shape of South Slav, Czech, Russophil,
and Rumanian propaganda, and Italian irredentism, . . ,
The Sarajevo assassination had torn down the house of
cards erected by diplomacy in which Austria-Hungary had
thought herself safe. The Monarchy had been seized by
the throat, and had to choose between allowing itself to be
strangled, and making a last effort to prevent its de-
struction.2
So Conrad, convinced that Austria must make war on
Serbia as an act of self-preservation, urged Berchtold to
approve immediate mobilization against Serbia. But
Berchtold replied that there were difficulties: public opinion
must be prepared; the grounds for war must first be estab-
lished as a result of the investigation at Sarajevo; Francis
Joseph was opposed to any immediate action; and Count
Stephan Tisza, Minister-President of Hungary, was opposed
to any war at all against Serbia, fearing that Russia would
attack Austria and that Germany and Rumania would leave
her in the lurch. Conrad was forced to admit that it was
unsafe to make war on Serbia until they had made sure
that Germany would protect Austria's' rear from a Russian
attack.3 Berchtold had, however, like Conrad, become con-
vinced of the necessity of a local war against Serbia. Dur-
ing the following days he proceeded to scheme to secure
Germany's support, to build up a case against Serbia, and
to overcome the two chief domestic obstacles to an imme-
2 Conrad, IV, 31 f.; cf. Berchtold, in Current History, July, 1928, p.
626 f.
3 Conrad, IV, 33f.; interviews of June 29 and July 1,